The experiments shown here at our last meeting by Dr Fergus on the ease with which sewer-gases would pass trapped pipes, were most interesting ; but I am afraid, from remarks made by various gentlemen, both at the meeting and afterwards, that they were not sufficiently conclusive. It was said at once, these traps are not ventilated, and so you cannot expect any other result than that the gases
A number of experiments were made and various gases were used, the last tried being coal-gas, which bears some resemblance, in general composition, to sewer-gas. Besides these, putrid beefjuice, egg, and urine were used, with the hope of finding that the minute organisms seen in these decomposing substances would pass through the trap. In this, so far, I have been unsuccessful; but 1 quite believe that they will so pass through, if time and favourable conditions are given. The odour of putrid matter passes most readily through these traps, and is quite distinct to the sense of smell. 
